Over 90 per cent of children in the UK attend publicly funded schools. Most do not select by ability, but reflect the social composition of the area around them.��


�England and Wales��The head teacher and a board of governors representing parents, staff and the Local Education Authority run all schools. Governors can include other local people who are interested in the school. �


Types of schools ��Maintained schools: They are publicly funded and run by a head teacher with a board of governors. Most schools in UK are maintained schools.��Foundation schools: Similar to maintained schools, but their premises are usually owned by a religious or charitable foundation. The foundation may have influence over the appointment of teachers, governors and other staff, and determine the right of students to attend.��Comprehensive schools: State-funded secondary schools that take all children, living locally regardless of talent or ability, and educate them together.��Specialist schools and City Technology Colleges: are also state-funded. They teach the National Curriculum but emphasize a particular subject, such as Technology or the Arts.��Special schools: are different to specialist schools, and teach children with physical, educational or behavioral difficulties. Teaching groups are small, but working in this kind of school can be very challenging.��Independent schools: charge fees and are privately owned by individuals, companies or trusts��Age ranges in schools ��School attendance is compulsory from 5 to 16.��Primary ��This sector is divided into: ��Early years: Nursery (3+) and Reception (4 - 5) (not all schools have nurseries)�Key stage 1, or Infant (5-7)�Key stage 2, or Junior (7-11).�There are some schools catering only for Infants, some only for juniors. There are also many private nurseries.��Secondary ��Secondary schools have at least two age ranges within them:��Key stage 3 (11 - 14)�Key Stage 4 (14 - 16)�Some secondary schools have a sixth form for 16 to 18 years olds. Alternatively, these students can go to a local Further Education college or sixth form college. ��Universities usually take students from eighteen.��Academic year dates ��The academic year in England and Wales runs from September to July and totals 195 days. �There are three terms, each with one week’s half-term break. ��Autumn term - early September to Christmas with two weeks Christmas holiday�Spring term - early January to Easter with two weeks Easter holiday�Summer term - Easter to late July with six weeks summer holiday��A Few schools operate a five-term year, with eight week long terms and more frequent, but shorter, holidays.�
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In England, children must continue in full-time education until they are 16 - though now a majority stay on after that. 


The "modernisation of the comprehensive system" has been one of the key themes of the government's campaign to raise standards in education. 


In state-sector secondary schools there has been increasing diversification, with the emergence of "beacon schools", "specialist schools" and the setting up of action zones in areas of educational underachievement. 


Secondary schools in England 3,500 schools  3,000,000 pupils  87% pupils attend comprehensive schools  1,000 specialist schools by 2004  788 independent schools  A-level reforms introduced September 2000  Revised curriculum introduced from September 2000 By February 2001 there were 536 specialist schools in England out of a total of 3,500 schools - offering advanced teaching in languages, technology, sports and arts - with a further 72 given the go-ahead. 


To qualify, they must raise £50,000 in sponsorship, prepare four-year plans with targets in teaching and learning in the specialist subject area, and involve other schools and the wider community. 


New specialisms added to the initiative in 2001 were business and enterprise, science, and engineering. 


The government intends that almost half of all secondary schools should specialise by 2006. 


There has been particular attention paid to under-performing schools, with groups of primary and secondary schools being brought together with business and community partners in education action zones. These are given extra funding and support to pioneer ways of making improvements. 


Schools which are seen to be beyond recovery have been closed and given a "fresh start", in which a new institution is opened on the site of the failing school - usually with a new name, headteacher and staff. 


The new emphasis is on raising standards for 11 to 14 year olds, with the literacy and numeracy strategies that have been used in primary schools being extended to the lower secondary years. 


The government's targets are that, by 2004, 75% of 14 year olds will be expected to reach Level 5 - the level expected for their age - in English, maths, and information and communication technology (ICT). The figure for science is 70%. 


By 2007, ministers want to see 85% of pupils achieving Level 5 in English, maths and ICT, and 80% in science. 


Selection 


A large majority of the three million secondary school pupils in England attend non-selective comprehensives, but there are a number of ongoing disputes concerning selection. 


There are 164 grammar schools in England, taking pupils who have passed an 11-plus exam. But in response to calls for the abolition of these remaining grammars, the government introduced regulations for local ballots of parents that will determine whether schools remain selective. 


So far there has been only one ballot, early in 2000 - when parents in Ripon voted to keep their grammar school. 


A ballot can be triggered only when there are enough names of parents gathered in a petition, with the threshold number calculated by a complicated (and disputed) formula laid down by the government. 


Schools that have "partial selection" - where a proportion of pupils are admitted on the grounds of ability - have also been the subject of disputes. These are settled by the school admissions watchdog - the Office of the Schools Adjudicator - which itself has been the subject of legal challenges. 


New categories 


http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/features/default.stm





